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Once upon a time on a beautiful tropical island called Bali a small puppy was
born.

On Bali a small puppy is called
anjing kecil.

This puppy was a boy dog and no one knew
where he came from. He had no Mum or Dad
and no brothers or sisters.
He was sad and hungry and all alone.
No one could touch him because he was so
scared of people.
But he loved other dogs and was very happy
when he could be with them.

He lived in a home for dogs with no
families.
There were lots and lots of other
dogs who were all waiting and
wanting to go and live with people
who would give them a home.

Some kind people tried to touch and cuddle him. But
his memories of what people had done to him was so
big it made him run away and try to hide in a safe place.

Sometimes when people came close to him Salty
would bite them. He did not bite them to hurt them.
He just wanted to tell them that they were scaring him.
Biting was the only way he could tell them.

The people named him Salty because he was not sweet like the other dogs.
They put him in a very small cage and the cage became his home. He lived in it
for days and weeks and months.
Salty had to eat his food and drink his water and go to sleep and wake up and go
to the toilet in his very small home.

From his tiny little home Salty would
watch all the other dogs and people and
he would feel safe.

But if there was a thunder storm or if
someone moved his cage he would be so
frightened he would shake all over and
curl up his body into a tight little ball and
cry.

No one knew what to do with Salty dog and as he grew up and became bigger
he became more and more frightened.
Salty would watch all the people come to the home to visit the other dogs.
When people tried to talk to him he would tell them that he was scared by
growling and barking at them.

The people thought he was a bad dog and
they became scared of him. They stopped
going near him and stopped talking to him.
Salty would watch the people take the
other dogs to new homes but he had to
stay in his small cage.
Salty and all the people wondered if there
would ever be a real home for him.
He was not friendly like the other dogs and
it looked like Salty would always be alone.

Then one day a man came to the dog’s home. He was not scared of Salty’s
barking or growling.
He opened the door of Salty Dogs cage.
He spoke very softly to Salty and made soft noises that Salty had never heard
before.

Everyone at the dog’s home was very surprised when the man decided to take
Salty dog home with him.

At his new home Salty did not have to live
in a cage anymore, he had a big garden.

Salty was scared of so many things in his
big garden. When leaves fell from the
trees Salty got so scared he would lie down
flat on his tummy and shake all over. There
were chickens outside his garden and they
scared Salty as well.

Salty chose to hide behind a tree where no
one could see him.

The man kept finding Salty and talking to him in a gentle voice.
No matter how much Salty barked and growled at him the man just kept on
being gentle and nice to Salty.
He gave him nice food and a special treat called cheese which Salty really, really
liked.
After many days and weeks and months Salty decided to be brave.
The man was sitting in the garden like he did every afternoon.
Salty crept up to the man ever so slowly and sniffed his hand.
The man looked down and smiled at Salty.

Slowly and gently the man put his
hand on Salty’s head. Salty was very
scared and his body started shaking
all over, but he chose to be brave.
The man kept on smiling and making
the soft noises that Salty liked.
“Yes Salty” said the man. “Good boy
Salty”.
Salty’s heart felt warm and soft.
He wagged his tail and looked up at
the man.
Salty had found his first ever friend.

Salty is now a normal Bali Dog. He goes for long walks in the street and jumps
through the rice paddies.
He has a special dog friend called Pepe.

When the leaves fall out of the trees now, Salty dog does not even notice them.

If you want to be Salty’s friend you need to know
what to do so that he does not get scared again.
When Salty meets new people he makes himself as
big as can be and shouts at them.
Salty will not hurt you. He is just saying hello in his
Salty way.
Don’t look at Salty when he shouts at you. Just say
his name softly and keep walking.
If you do this then Salty will know you are not going
to hurt him.
Stay nice and quiet and smile inside.
Salty will see this and know that you are a kind person.

Try not to yell or scream loudly. Salty is still
scared of loud noises.
Don’t laugh at Salty when he is scared. It
makes him feel bad inside.
You may never get to touch or cuddle Salty,
but if you are kind and gentle inside and out
Salty will want to be your friend.
When you make friends with Salty you will
have helped him to stay being brave.
That will make you his very special friend
forever.

